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Preamble 
 
Save the Children Denmark believes that all children have the right to SURVIVE, LEARN and be 
PROTECTED regardless of where they live, what they look like, who they worship, and who they 
love. However, millions of children globally are left behind simply because of who they are and where 
they live. They do not have their basic rights realised through no fault of their own and have been 
excluded from the world’s progress due to gender, discrimination, and exposure to conflict and envi-
ronmental change. 

2020 was an exceptional and challenging year, fundamentally defined by the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
pandemic has exacerbated the consequences of the existing crises, conflicts, and climate change. Save 
the Children estimates that one billion children have experienced a suspension to their learning due to 
COVID-19. Tens of millions of these children are not expected to return to school. 

The number of children living in conflict zones has nearly doubled over the last three decades and the 
number of grave violations against children verified by the United Nations has almost tripled since 2010. 
Half of the world’s disaster-affected population are children, and 30-34 million children were forced to 
flee their home1. Conflict situations are intensified by the impact of an increase in frequency of natural 
disasters due to climate change. Conflict, climate change, and acute food insecurity pose a triple-threat 
to children’s rights in countries that experience protracted humanitarian crisis. Around the world, acute 
food insecurity increased in 2020 and it is estimated that 11 people per minute died from acute hunger2. 

2020 also posed constraints to civil society actors. While the introduction of emergency legislation 
was necessary to counter COVID-19, the same laws were used to curb civic activity. Save the Children 
Denmark believes that the engagement of local actors is more important than ever and we witnessed 
once again how effective and innovative local actors were in the response to the pandemic. We strongly 
believe that sustainable development and the full realisation of children’s rights, can only be achieved 
when civil society actors are free to organise and influence decisions that affect their lives and hold 
governments accountable. 

As a member of the world ś largest child rights movement, we are particularly concerned about the 
exacerbating impact that COVID-19 has had on the most marginalised children, including girls, children 
with disabilities, children living in poverty, and children that are displaced. This report outlines some of 
Save the Children Denmark’s achievement for and with children in 2020. 

1 Save the Children, Stop the War on Children, 2020, Click here 
2 Oxfam, Hunger Virus Multiplies, 2021: Click here

https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/library/stop-war-children-2020-gender-matters
https://www.oxfam.org/en/research/hunger-virus-multiplies-deadly-recipe-conflict-covid-19-and-climate-accelerate-world


SAVE THE CHILDREN DENMARK 
As a member of the world’s largest child rights movement, Save the Children Denmark will, together
with the Save the Children Alliance, work towards the 2030 ambition that no child should be 
excluded from the opportunity to survive, learn, and be protected:  

Child rights and child rights programming are at the centre of our 
strategy, and we advocate for others to do the same. In our child 
rights programming, we use the principles of children’s rights to plan, 
implement, and monitor programmes, with the overall goal of im-
proving the position of children, adolescents, and youth, so that all 
girls and boys can fully enjoy their rights, and live in societies that 
acknowledge and respect their rights. 

An emphasis on the children most left behind and a clear focus on the 
Sustainable Development Goals are strongly incorporated in Save 
the Children Denmark’s current strategy (2019-2021). In our endeav-
our to reach the most left behind we focus mainly on education in 
emergencies and mental health and psychosocial support for children 
and families, where we seek to ensure that an increasing number of 
children have access to a quality education and are protected from 
violence, abuse, and attack. We continuously strive to improve our 
programming, and have a strong focus on applied research to con-
tribute to a better internal and sector-wide understanding of engage-
ment in fragile states and the challenges and opportunities of working 
across the humanitarian-development-peace nexus. 

Our work is aligned with the principles of aid effectiveness, the Grand Bargain commit-
ments, and adhere to the Humanitarian Principles. Save the Children Alliance is verified 
against the Core Humanitarian Standard.

Partnerships with local and regional organisations and networks are critical enablers 
for the respect of children’s rights and are at the centre of our International Strategy. 

Save the Children Denmark works extensively with, and in support of, a diverse portfolio of local and 
national actors, child-, youth-, and women-led groups, governmental institutions, organisations, and 
networks.  

We focus on transformative leadership, including the increasing transfer of power and resources to local 
partners.

This is

SURVIVE By 2030, no child will die from preventable causes before their fifth birthday

By 2030, no child will learn from a quality basic education

By 2030, violence against children will no longer be tolerated

LEARN

BE PROTECTED

Save the Children Denmark’s 
highest authority is the Board 

of Representatives, which 

consists of one member from 
each local association and 
from Save the Children 

Denmark  Youth.  

The Board consists of 10 
people, in addition to a 

representative from manage- 
ment and two staff members. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Frederik is the protector 
of Save the Children Denmark. 



OUR INTERNATIONAL PRESENCE
Save the Children Denmark is a member of Save the Children Alliance, which grants us access to the 
113 countries in which Save the Children has an operational presence and an established network 
of civil society partners. It also provides us significant representation and influence in numerous key 
international and regional fora and alliances. Save the Children Denmark plays a key role within the 
wider Save the Children movement and nationally in Denmark. 

In 2020, Save the Children Denmark transferred project funds to 
30 countries. The countries marked in red received funding of over 
300,000 USD reflecting multiple projects, including larger interven-
tions and long-term partnerships with three-to-four-year program-
ming, often with a variety of donors. The countries marked in or-
ange received funding of 300,000 USD or less, the most of which 
was directed towards mitigating the effects of emergencies such as 
COVID-19 mitigation or food security due to drought or internal 
displacement. 

In addition to the country programmes shown on the map, we have 
regional programmes in the Sahel, Horn of Africa, and Middle East 
regions. The regional programmes provide us with an important  
opportunity to collaborate with regional networks and lobby with 
inter-governmental authorities, including facilitating access for 
youth-led regional organisations and networks.      

-

Over 300,000 USD in 2020: Australia, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Burkina Faso, China, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Mali, 
Niger, Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Sudan, Sri Lanka, Syria, Uganda, Yemen 

Under 300,000 USD in 2020: DR Congo, India, Indonesia, Italy, Mexico, Mozambique, Nepal, Nigeria, Occupied Pale-
stine Territory, Spain, Zimbabwe, Vanuatu 

As an international alliance, 
Save the Children reached 45 
million children and 83 million 
adults. 

Save the Children International 
had a combined income of  USD 

1,166 million for 2020.



CLIMATE CHANGE 
AND CHILDREN’S RIGHT Thirteen-year-old Muna loves school and 

wants to be a teacher when she’s older. 

However, due to severe water shortages 

and a lack of salaries for teachers, Muna’s 

school closed in August 2020 when the 

majority of people in her community were 

forced to move away in search of pasture 

and water for their livestock. Two out of the 

four teachers also left.

My dream is to become a teacher one day. I 

try to study at home, so I do not forget what 

I have learnt at school. I hope that the school 

would reopen soon. 

In Somalia, where already less than 50 per-

cent of school aged children go to school, 

a combination of COVID-19, conflict and 

climate shocks has significantly increased 

the number of who are out of school. It 

is estimated that more than three million 

children are out of school in Somalia.

Children are at the heart of the climate crisis. Globally, an esti-
mated 1.2 billion children live in an area at high risk of flooding, 
severe drought, or other climate threats that pose a serious risk 
to lives and livelihoods. The climate crisis is therefore a child 
rights crisis. 

The climate crisis profoundly and disproportionately affects chil-
dren, especially those from low and middle-income countries. 
Climate change induced migration is a reality and is expected to 
worsen substantially, with 30 million people – about one third chil-
dren – forced from their homes in 2020 due to climate related dis-
asters – three times as many as displaced by conflict and violence. 

In 2020, in partnership with Copenhagen University, Save the 
Children Denmark acquired funding from the Danida Fellow-
ship Centre for a four-year research grant on climate change 
and youth in Sub-Saharan Africa. This research will explore 
how young people in Sub-Saharan Africa conceptualise climate 
change, how it affects their lives and their decisions about the 
future, and how young people’s engagement with climate change 
can be promoted in ways that empower them. 

In 2020, we sharpened our focus on climate change, adopting 
a global Climate Change and Environmental Sustainability Pol-
icy and an accompanying action plan. The policy outlines our 
commitment to minimising the environmental impact of our pro-
grammes and operations and improving the sustainability of our 
activities. The policy supports the broader goal of the global al-
liance to achieve a net-zero environmental impact by 2050 and a 
50% reduction in impact by 2030. A baseline measured our total 
emissions at 1369.7 tonnes of carbon per employee. Our primary 
source of emission was related to travel, so developing a climate 
friendly travel policy was the first priority. 



ALL CHILDREN HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO SURVIVE
The number of children requiring humanitarian assistance is on the rise along with the increased 
frequency, duration, and severity of catastrophic events related to the climate crisis, entrenched 
conflict and fragility, forced migration, and infectious diseases. Every year, 5.2 million children under 
the age of five die from preventable causes.

Save the Children Denmark responds, both, to sudden onset emer-
gencies, and programs for long-term preparedness and disaster risk 
reduction to build resilience. We partner with local organisations 
whenever possible to ensure that our interventions are locally driven, 
allowing us to build trust and gain access to the hard-to-reach areas. 

Save the Children Denmark believes that building resilience is a cru-
cial element in children’s right to survival and we see resilience as a 
holistic concept, including multiple aspects that strengthen a child’s 
capacity to overcome adversities and positively cope with challeng-
es. Building resilience holistically will allow children, adolescents, and youth to protect themselves 
against shocks and stresses, claim their rights, ensure they are progressively realised and respected, 
and promote further individual and collective resilience.

We utilise our flexible emergency funds to support Save the Children Alliance’s joint humanitarian 
responses. In 2020, Save the Children Denmark supported 17 interventions in 17 countries through 
Danida’s flexible funding, and 58 responses across 43 countries from private donations. 

The Save the Children Alliance 

responded to 74 humanitarian 

crises across 51 countries with 
a total reach of 23,616,047 
people, including 14,818,137 
children. 



EXAMPLES OF RESULTS
Save the Children Denmark, Danish Refugee Council, CARE Den-
mark, and five local partners (RBM, CRUS, AREN, KARKARA, 
and TASSAGHT) have launched a triple nexus programme in Mali, 
Burkina Faso, and Niger financed by the European Union Trust 
Fund with co-funding from Danida. The overall aim is to improve 
living conditions and enhance social cohesion of vulnerable popula-
tions in the fragile Liptako-Gourma region of the Sahel. In 2020, 
4,730 very poor3 households/families received livelihood support, 
access to health services and mental health and psychosocial sup-
port and took part in social cohesion and conflict management ac-
tivities. Additionally, with the emergency funds from Danida, Save 
the Children Denmark reached 47,839 people across the three 
countries through support to families with food and nutrition pack-
ages and training of health care workers.     

In July 2020, Save the Children Denmark signed a three-year pi-
lot programmatic partnership with ECHO in Burkina Faso, Mali, 
and Niger to strengthen the resilience, well-being, and learning 
of girls and boys through an integrated approach to education in 
emergencies, child protection, and mental health and psychosocial 
support. In addition to meeting the immediate needs of the af-
fected populations, the programme takes an ambitious partnership 
approach with local actors in accordance with the localisation and 
Grand Bargain agenda. During the 1st year of the programme, 
more than 55,000 people have been reached, targeting 122 schools 
and informal education structures located in 24 municipalities. In 
2020, school kits, educational materials, and hygiene kits for COV-
ID-19 were distributed to the targeted schools, and various training 
courses for teachers and community structures were conducted.

A strong contextual analysis and continuous risk assessments and 
management enabled Save the Children Denmark and Syrian part-
ners Shafak, Violet, and Ihsan to implement an agile and flexible 
programme despite the extreme contextual complexity and vola-
tility. Key results in 2020 included cash grants to 8,351 individuals 
and the distribution of food and non-food items to approximately 
9,000 people, half of which were children. In addition, 1,739 chil-
dren participated in activities to prevent negative long-term harm 
and distress from displacement, and 5,587 individuals were reached 
with child rights awareness campaigns.

3 The level of poverty is among others assessed by counting the number of meals per day, children under five, number of domestic animals 
and sources of income. There is a special focus on female headed households.  

Approximately five million children in the 

Burkina Faso, Mali, and Niger border area 

face a growing humanitarian crisis. Incre-

ased instability and COVID-19 have incre-

ased food insecurity and the prevalence of 

malnutrition. 

Balkissa is a 13-year-old girl who was for-

ced to flee with her family due to insecurity.  

We were at peace before the arrival of the 

insurgents. They killed people in and outside 

the village. We were shocked.

Balkissa now attends one of the schools 

supported by Save the Children Denmark 

with funds from the EU. 



ENDING CHILD MARRIAGE
Pregnancy, childbirth, and unsafe abortions are the second leading cause of death for young women 
between the ages of 15 and 18. In low- and middle-income countries, one in every 10 girls becomes a 
mother by the age of 16 and pregnancy during adolescence is associated with an increased risk of a 
number of adverse outcomes. For example, mothers under the age of 20 are 50% more likely to ex-
perience a stillbirth or to lose their baby within the first week of life than mothers aged 20-29 years. 

Although rates of early marriage have decreased drastically in Southeast Asia over the past 20 
years, rates remain unchanged in West and Central Africa, and the impacts of COVID-19 and 
population growth further threaten the progress towards ending child marriage. Emerging research 
predicts that a minimum of 500,000 additional girls will have married by the end of 2020 because of 
the COVID-19 crisis, with the number continuing to increase in the following years4. 

Ending child marriage is a key priority for Save the Children Denmark. Involving traditional and 
religious leaders is a central component of our strategy as these are highly respected members of 
society whose opinions can mobilise communities to provoke change. For example, in Burkina Faso 
and Mali, 70 religious and traditional leaders were educated in religious arguments for denouncing 
child marriage. In Mali, Save the Children Denmark assisted a local partner in conducting a study on 
the causes, habits and beliefs, of religious and customary leaders in relation to child marriage. Above 
all, the study identified the leaders in favour of, and who defend, child marriage.

More research is needed to understand the drivers and decision-making factors leading to early marriage in 
fragile contexts. Save the Children Denmark, with funding from the European Union5, has therefore focused on 
research on exploring the dynamics, as well as insight into what works and what is needed for prevention and 
response programming and advocacy on ending child marriage. Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, Save the Chil-
dren Denmark managed to continue research in Iraq and South Sudan exploring push and pull factors around 
early marriage for displaced adolescent girls.

Another large-scale research on child marriage in humanitarian crises, conducted by Berkeley Human Rights 
Center in collaboration with Plan International and co-funded by Danida, was also finalised in 2020 despite 
access challenges due to the pandemic. The research highlighted six main factors that are essential in ad-
dressing child marriage: violence within the home; the strong influence of peers in marriage decisions for girls 
in displacement settings; that girls often play a role in marriage decision-making themselves; that breaking 
down barriers to education for girls is as critical as ever in preventing and responding to child marriage; that 
displaced communities still want awareness-raising and sensitisation on child marriage in the acute stages of 
an emergency; and that financial support is a crucial component of child marriage programming. The report 
was globally launched at an event in Copenhagen in May 2021 with the Danish Minister of Development Co-
operation participating and speaking at the event6.

4 Click here for the report
5This project has received funding from the European Union´s horizon 2020 research and innovation programme 
under Marie Sklodowska-Curie grant agreement No 842213
6Click here for the report

https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/node/18201/pdf/global_girlhood_report_2020_africa_version_2.pdf
https://redbarnet.dk/media/7393/red-barnet-child-marriage-in-humanitarian-crises-12052021.pdf


In June 2020, Save the Children launched a 

global research study to generate evidence 

on the impact of the COVID-19 pande-

mic and mitigation measures on children’s 

lives. The study captured the views and re-

commendations of children and their ca-

regivers. The Hidden Impact of COVID-19 

on children - A global research series7, is 

the largest and most comprehensive study 

on the impact of COVID-19 on children. It 

includes the experiences, fears, hopes, and 

messages for leaders of 13,500 children and 

31,500 caregivers from 46 countries. Save 

the Children Denmark reviewed the draft 

analysis and findings and provided educa-

tion, mental health, and research technical 

inputs for the final study. 

The results also showed a significant nega-

tive impact on the psychosocial wellbeing 

of children and their caregivers with more 

than 8 in 10 children reporting an increase 

in negative feelings. In addition, in one third 

of households a child or caregiver reported 

domestic violence, and children reported 

that they experienced more violence du-

ring school closure. The study highlighted 

that girls and the households which were 

poorest, with disabilities, and/or female-

headed were most negatively impacted.  

ALL CHILDREN HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO LEARN
Access to quality education for crisis-affected children is a core 
element in Save the Children Denmark’s strategy. Education is a 
fundamental human right and is one of the most powerful tools 
for economic growth, decreasing the likelihood of conflict, and 
fostering resilience. Whether in the context of conflict, climate-
induced disasters, or migration, quality education in emergencies 
enables children to survive and thrive at times of great uncer-
tainty and vulnerability.

Children are facing the greatest disruption to their right to educa-
tion in living memory. Even prior to COVID-19, 127 million children 
and youth were out of school in crisis-affected countries. The Save 
the Children Alliance estimates that one billion children have expe-
rienced an interruption of learning due to COVID-19 and tens of 
millions of these children will likely never return to school.  

Disruptions to education affect a child’s formal learning and well-
being and Save the Children Denmark is particularly concerned 
about the exacerbating impact of COVID-19 on the learning and 
wellbeing of the most marginalised children, including girls, chil-
dren with disabilities, children living in poverty, and children on 
the move.  

Save the Children Denmark focuses on a broad spectrum of edu-
cational programs, from early childhood development, through 
our Learning through Play programme, to quality formal and in-
formal education and technical skills for youth to secure a liveli-
hood. 

7Click here for the report 

https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/library/hidden-impact-covid-19-children-global-research-series


EXAMPLES OF RESULTS
In Bangladesh, 935 young people living in urban slums completed 
a literacy and numeracy course, which enables those who have 
dropped out of the education system to learn foundational skills. 
In addition, 362 young people completed vocational training based 
on labour market needs. As a result, by the end of 2020, 496 young 
people were employed in jobs, and 138 had started their own busi-
ness. With increased income, young people managed to support 
their siblings’ education, and young parents were able to pay for 
health and nutritional care for themselves and their young children. 

Play provides an opportunity for social, cognitive, personality and 
emotional development. Save the Children Denmark has part-
nered with the Lego Foundation to strengthen play-based learning 
and created safe learning spaces for children in Nepal, Bhutan, 
Bangladesh, and China.

In Uganda, a partnership between Save the Children Denmark, 
the Hempel Foundation, and the Ugandan Ministry of Education 
is addressing the continued professional development of teachers 
in primary schools. We have developed and piloted a cost effi-
cient and innovative model to improve teacher competencies to 
ensure the provision of quality education and to improve children’s 
learning outcomes and primary school completion rates across 50 
schools in Uganda. The project was impacted by COVID-19, and 
therefore adapted to include improvement of water and sanitation 
facilities in the schools, as well as a pilot test of remote technology 
for teacher training.

In South Sudan, youth are trained in vo-

cational skills which give them a means of 

livelihood to reduce poverty, save money, 

and help them to rebuild their lives so they 

can return to school. 

”I have received training in hairdressing and 

business and Save the Children is supporting 

me in a business group where I learn how to 

save money and expand my business, so now I 

have a lot of ideas. I’m working in this salon to 

save money so that I can return to school.  The 

business I have has helped me a lot as I can’t 

ask my parents, relatives, or friends if I need clo-

thes or anything else that a girl like me might 

want. Now I can earn up to 1000 SSP per day 

as a hairdresser and I have now saved 15,000 

SSP (about 40 USD)”, says Margret.



WE ADVOCATE FOR
QUALITY EDUCATION
At the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, over 1.6 billion learners 
were out of school. For the first time in human history, an entire 
global generation has had their education disrupted. We know 
from previous crises that the longer children are out-of-school, the 
greater is the risk that they do not return. 

One of Save the Children’s most important global campaigns in 
2020, Safe Back to School, was supported by Save the Children 
Denmark staff. The main objective was to ensure that all children, 
especially the most deprived and marginalised, would return to 
school when safe to do so. In 2020, our technical staff within the 
fields of education and mental health produced tools and guidance 
to address the needs of learners, caregivers, and teachers affected 
by school closures.  

In partnership with the Burkinabè Ministry of National Education, 
Literacy, and Promotion of National Languages, the Government 
of Spain, Education Cannot Wait, and the Global Coalition to Pro-
tect Education from Attack, Save the Children Denmark success-
fully conducted a side-event on Responding to the Education Crisis 
in Central Sahel. The side event was one amongst 15 leading up 
to the Ministerial Round Table for the Central Sahel organised by 
the Governments of Denmark and Germany, the European Union, 
and the United Nations on October 20th, 2020, aiming to mobi-
lise political and financial support to the humanitarian crisis in the 
Central Sahel.  

In Somalia, enrolment rates fell by 24% in the programme area 
when schools reopened in August 2020 after the lockdown. Most 
of the children who did not return to school were young girls. 

We launched a series of Back to School campaigns, which result-
ed in the return of the majority of children in the schools 
targeted by the Danida programme.

It was not the first time that the 
education of 13-year-old Hawo from 

Somalia had been interrupted. When her 

village was affected by drought in 2017, 

Hawo’s family lost eve-rything. Over the 

past three years they settled into a new 

home and began to build a new life. Hawo 

went back to school and was happy to 

be learning again, but then the 

COVID-19 pandemic turned her life 

upside down once again. Without 

access to a TV or radio in her village, 

Hawo had limited ways to continue her 

studies during school closures.

”It really worried me that I could not continue 

my education. I missed being in school and 

seeing my friends”.



Financed by Danida, Save the Children 

Denmark and Save the Children 
International developed a technology-

driven tool to enable a safer and more 

effective response to support the most 

vulnerable children on the move. The 

Predictive Displacement Tool is a prototype 

model for anticipating the future scale and 

duration of conflict-driven displacement 

crises and understanding how a crisis will 

unfold over time. This will provide 

humanitarian actors with valuable 

information for early action, to better 

target and coordinate responses and make 

stronger cases for long-term funding. 

Academic and private-sector partnerships 

have been harnessed to improve the tool’s 

accuracy and level of detail, for instance 

through a hackathon held at the University 

of Virginia, USA in 2020. 

As a supplement to the model, a report 

was written to support improvements in 

child safeguarding in situations where di-

gital technologies interface with migration 

and displacement contexts. The Digital Sa-

feguarding for Migrating and Displaced 

Children9, funded by Danida, was launched 

in October 2020. The learning will support 

our internal capacity to responsibly apply 

technology in migration and displacement 

programming for children and youth, and 

to support digital safeguarding practices. 

ALL CHILDREN HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO PROTECTION
Children bear a disproportionate burden of the impact of conflict 
and 149 million children live in high-intensity conflict zones where 
more than 1,000 battle-related deaths occur in a year. Overall, 
the number of children living in conflict zones is highest in Africa, 
with 170 million in total, yet proportionately, the Middle East has 
the highest proportion with almost 1 in 3 children living in a con-
flict zone. Since 2010, the number of children, worldwide, living in 
conflict zones has increased by 34%, and the number of verified 
incidents of serious violations against children has risen by 170%.

At the end of 2019, a record breaking 79.5 million people world-
wide were forced to flee their home, of which approximately 30-
34 million were children under the age of 18. Half of the world’s 
children experience violence every year and on average a child 
dies every seven minutes as a result of violence8. 

Severe and prolonged stress can have serious long-term conse-
quences on children, including the disruption of development and 
learning, and an increased risk of adverse health effects. Save the 
Children Denmark’s focus on mental health and psychological 
support was born from a response to a growing body of research 
on the long-term impacts of children’s exposure to unprecedent-
ed rates of violence, abuse, exploitation, and neglect, particularly 
in situations of crisis, migration, and displacement. This exposure, 
combined with the lack of adequate protection and nurture, leads 
to devastating impacts on children’s physical and mental devel-
opment, their potential to actively engage in building inclusive, 
peaceful societies, and the socio-economic development and sta-
bility of communities.

8Click here for the report 
9Click here for the report

www.end-violence.org
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/library/digital-safeguarding-migrating-and-displaced-children-overview-current-context-and-trends


EXAMPLES OF RESULTS
It is fundamental to Save the Children Denmark’s work to fo-
cus on migration and displacement as a large number of children 
on the move are impacted by violence, which has psychological 
consequences and increases their overall vulnerability. Our Sa-
hel regional programme collaborates with two youth networks, 
OJADE and AMWCY, which work with children on the move. 
These youth networks have strong community ties and conduct 
youth-led participatory research on the protection of children 
on the move that support them in raising awareness, advocating 
for better protection, and guiding children and young people at 
risk of displacement. In 2020, the two partners identified 1,969 
children and young people (of which 32% were girls) on the move 
and oriented them towards child protection services.  

Decades of research has shown that when caregivers are sensi-
tive and responsive to a child’s needs, they help the child develop 
physically, emotionally, and socially. In Somaliland, 250 caregiv-
ers and 200 children completed a series of learning sessions on 
building stronger relationships between parents and children, 
improving skills for problem solving, and non-violent child rear-
ing. Outcomes from these sessions included positive reports from 
both parents and children and a marked decrease in the use of 
physical punishment by parents. 

Case management services for children and youth, either directly 
or through referral, is an important element in many projects. For 
example, in Somalia, 510 children were identified, registered, and 
supported, with special attention paid to their psychosocial well-
being, and in Yemen, 161 girls and 184 boys were identified and 
referred to further assistance. The programme also provided assis-
tive devices and school kits to 31 girls and 40 boys with disabilities.

Promoting agents of change is central to 

Save the Children Denmark. In our Danida 

funded regional Middle East Programme 

we are partnering with strong youth orga-

nisations and platforms to promote youth’s 

agency, facilitate their participation in re-

gional platforms and hold duty bearers to 

account.

In Yemen, Ola Alaghbary was the only survi-

vor of a blast in 2015 which killed five of 

her friends. After the incident she suffered 

from distress, memory loss and depression. 

She was afterwards keen to amplify youth 

voices for an inclusive peace process, both 

at community and national levels and there-

fore founded the Sheba Youth Foundation in 

2017. The Sheba Youth Foundation is the lead 

coordinator of the Youth Platform for Peace 

Building, which strenghtens the capacity of 

youth groups to become strong advocates 

for their interests and supports them to col-

lect evidence for their advocacy work.  

”I believe that there is a strong need to empo-

wer youth to claim their own rights in Yemen. My 

passion is to empower people around me, and 

empower communities, young people, and spe-

cifically women.”

In 2018, Ola Alaghbary was chosen as 

one of the best social solution makers and 

young researchers at the Evidence Sympo-

sium for Adolescents and Youth in the Midd-

le East Region by UNICEF and in 2019, she 

was selected to be on the Youth Advisory 

Council at the 2019 No Lost Generation 

Tech Summit. 



A pre-conference consultation and virtual 

workshop with over 50 youth and expert 

participants from 15 countries was held 

in preparation for the main conference. 

This resulted in an action plan that car-

ried forward child and family mental he-

alth recommendations from the 2019 

Dutch Ministerial Mental Health Summit. 

The Copenhagen 2020 Action Plan10 recei-

ved wide endorsement from UN agencies, 

NGOs, donors, and academics, with a joint 

foreword from the Danish and Dutch Mini-

stries of Foreign Affairs.

PUTTING THE SPOTLIGHT
ON MENTAL HEALTH
Save the Children Denmark celebrated its 75th anniversary in 
2020. We leveraged this milestone as an opportunity to high-
light the importance of mental health. Just prior to worldwide 
lockdowns that took place in March 2020, His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Frederik, the former Minister for Development 
Rasmus Prehn, and a delegation from the Danish Ministry of For-
eign Affairs visited the Syrian refugee camp Za’atari to meet Syr-
ian children, their parents, and our Jordanian partners, and hear 
about our work. The trip formed the basis of the widely endorsed 
Copenhagen 2020 Action Plan10 and the 75th anniversary event 
in September 2020. We convened representatives from the Dan-
ish and Dutch Ministries of Foreign Affairs with local civil society 
and developed a technical conference programme to highlight 
advances in the field of mental health and sociological support 
and critical emerging themes in the field. The conference was 
supported by His Royal Highness Crown Prince Frederik of Den-
mark, the Prime Minister, the Minister for Development Coopera-
tion, and representatives from the Danish and Dutch Ministries of 
Foreign Affairs, Education Cannot Wait, the World Health Or-
ganisation, and the European Commissioner for the department 
of Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations (ECHO). 
Participants made commitments to child and family mental health 
and psychosocial support were contributed by participants, and 
the in-person conference was live-streamed across the globe. 

10Click here for the report

https://redbarnet.dk/mhpss-conference/actions-and-recommendations/


Save the Children Denmark

IN NUMBERS
Despite the uncertainties caused by COVID-19 in 2020, Save the 
Children Denmark ś annual turnover was 493 million DKK, which 
reflects a 9% increase as compared to 2019. Of this turnover, 59% 
went to humanitarian action and 41% went to development.   

Our largest donors continue to be Danida (33%) and the 
European Union (23%), with a 14% increase in grants from the 
European Union’s different funding modalities, mainly in 
West Africa, in 2020. 

Distribution of expenditures in 2020 

Other costs (incl. campaigns 
and fundraising

General administration 

International programs  

Domestic programmes

74 %

11%
8%

7%

MENA region

Other 

Africa 

Asia

55 %

21%
15%

9%

Income distribution

DEVCO/ECHO  

Other funds 

Public funds

Change in  earmarked funds

Danida  

Private donations and collections

Administration and interests 

33 %
23 %

22%
11%

6%3 %
2 %

Save the Children Denmark conducts 

high-quality, proactive, and respon-

sive financial management aimed at 

maximising the impact for our global 

beneficiaries.  

We have zero tolerance for  fraud, 
bribery, and corruption.

Save the Children has zero 

tolerance for the abuse and 

exploitation of children. We have a 

code of conduct and clear policies 

and procedures regarding sexual 

harassment, exploitation and abuse, 
child safeguarding and whistle-
blowing. These are available online.



OUR DONORS
In striving to reach the most marginalised children around the world, we have a strong cooperation 
with a variety of donors. 

We would, therefore, like to thank the following supporters: 

L I L LE  LAND, STORT HJERTE

MINISTRY OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
OF DENMARK
Danida


